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Third  Order  of  Saint  Francis. 


I  Why  and  how  Was  the  Third 
Order  instituted  by  Saint  Francis  ? 

Towards  the  end  of  the  _ twelfth  century, 
Saint  Francis  was  raised  up  by  God  in  or- 
der to  restore  to  society  the  Christian  spirit 
from  which  it  had  far  Wcindered.  In  1208 
he  founded  the  Ordef  .  of  Friars  Minor 
(Franciscans),  based  it  on  tlie  spirit  of  po- 
verty, for  the  evangehV{\tion  of  the  people. 

In  1212,  two  daughters  of  a  noble  house, 
Clare  and  her  sister'  Agnes,  desiring  to 
sacrifice  their  lives  in  prayer  and  penance 
for  God's  glory  and  sinners'  salvation,  came 
to  our  Saint  and  begged  him  to  give  them 
the  robe  of  poverty  and  a  rule  of  perfection 
for  Christian  maidens.  Thus  took  birth 
his  Second  Order,  that  of  the   Poor  Clares. 

The  greater  number  of  Christians  could 


not  embrace  the  Religious  life,  and  yet  .St. 
Francis  wished  to  trace  for  all  a  sure  path 
to  heaven.  To  this  end,  he  fonnded  in 
r221,  a  Third.'  (^ido  drsit^HCi/  foi  per- 
sons -ivho,  difaingdjH  the  nvrld,  -i'isli  to  piat- 
tisc  wth  special  ejig^/itiidr  the  commandments 
of  (Jod  and  of  tln'i'iUirch.  A  nivjrchant  and 
his  pious  w'xif.  Vero  the  first  members  of 
this  association,  V.hicii  soon  spread  throii>^h- 
out  the  woi-lrt.Vand  chanj^ed  the  social 
order  then  existing,  to  the  profit  of  the 
weak  and  of  i\\t  poor  who  recei  /ed  at 
length  eflficacious  a'.d,  thanks  to  the  great 
multitude  of  men  a.id  women  who  enrolled 
themselves  in  this 'saintly  army. 

It  wielded  in  tii^.-  thirteentli  and  in  the 
following  centniiew  a  religious  and  social 
influence  of  deep  and  salutary  import,  in 
giving  to  the  Church  whole  legions  of 
defenders  ;  it  was,  to  the  same  extent,  a 
veritable  nursery  of  sain*:s  and  great  men 
Thus  we  count  in  the  Third  Otdir 
more  than  ninety  Saints  or  Blessed   whose 
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feists  the  Cluirclicelei miles,  e.  s;.  .'".t. Louis, 
Kinj?  of  I'raiice,  St.  ICM/ribetli  Uiucii  of 
Hungary,  St.  Ferdiii.'.inl  of  CiLstilie,  St. 
Joan  of  \'alois,  St.  "^'\•cs,  St.  Roeh  :  forty- 
five  martyrs.  al)aiitt\vo  hiir.drcd  Co.;f<.s.sors. 
\'iririns  and  Holy  WoineiL  Holding;  tie  title 
of  i;ie.s.sed  ;  many  popes  ,  founders  of  reli 
Rions  orders,  as  St.  \'ii-.^v;it  dc  I';uil,  St. 
Francis  of  Sales,  M.  Oljcr  .Cardinal  de  He 
ruUe  ;  more  th.m  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
kin.'s  or  queens  :  writers  atul  illustrious 
{KTSons  as  Dante,  I.,ops>.  ile  Vepja,  Tasso, 
Raphiel,  Michiel-Auge^.j  •  Giotto,  Mtirillo, 
Cimabue.  Palestrina,  .  Galileo,  (ialvaui, 
Volta,  Join  of  Arc,  Chri.stopher  Columbus 
and  Ble.ssed  Thomas  Mooia?, 

I-  —How  and  why  the  Franciscan 
Third   Order   has   been   constantly 
and    earnestly     recommended    by 
holy  Church. 

Holy    Church    has   ever   considered    the 
Franciscan   77/ //v/  <  'rdrr  as  the    "  Mil  ilia  oj 


_-  4  - 
Chrisl,  "  the  Catholic  \^:il^u(i />ar  r.ur//<>iif, 
whose  aim  is  to  concentrate  and  unify  the 
efforts  of  the  faithful  against  the  impious. 
TV.v  (reiura/  diijlt'ih,   and  more  than  /;-/-/)■ 
Pot>cs   have   pritttJed   it,    and   enriched  it 
with  numerous .-jjrVvileges  and  indulgences. 
From  the  year  ''Ml^  to  loOO  more  than  one 
hundred  and  ni/ir'-B-cU.   were  published  in 
its  favor,   and  .svicf  that  ^ime  the  number 
has  increased   c<wis*iderably,  especially  du- 
ring the  pontificates  of  Pius  IX,   and  Leo 
XIII,  both  tert{aTies  of  St.  Francis. 

Leo  XIII,  always  zealously  recommended 
the  'J/ind  (?;v/a-.;^v-en  while  yet  Cardinal 
an<l  Archbishop^  of  Perouse  it  was  the 
object  of  his  spjecial  solicitude.  In  one  of 
his  pastoral  letters' he  says  :  "We  most  ear- 
nestly recommend  all  Parish  Priests  to  give 
particular  attention  to  the  diffusion  of  the 
Third  Older.  " 

"It  is  necessary,  "  he  added,  "that  all 
Parish  Priests  should  unite  with  lis  in 
working    zealously    for  the  spread   of   the 
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Third  Ordrr.  " 

Having  lieconio  Tope,  Leo  XIII,  was 
careful  not  to  forget  an  Institution  hO  very 
dear  to  liini.  He  never  fniled  to  rcconnneiid 
the  7'//in/  Order  on  all  (ic,casi<  is,  making 
special  reference  to  it  in  fciir  /■liicviiiuth, 
and  even  writing  of  it  to  the  whole  Chris- 
tian flock,  inviting  al'  iast(^rs  to  protect  it, 
anil  the  faithful  to  enil)V,;.ce,it, 

—/■:)inrH:al  Aiisf^halo,  Scf.  /J,  1SS2  in 
which  he  shows  the  Thirds  Ordo  to  be  the 
remedy  against  the  evils  cf-the  ('  y. 
"  We  earnestly  exhort  all  chri  .ans  not  to 
refuse  to  join  the  ranks  ul  this  holy  army 
of  Jesus  Christ ..."         ,    , 

— Encydiail-  Constitidiun  Miscrhors,  Ma^. 
JO,  iS8j,  in  which  Leo  XIII.  again  recom- 
mends the  Third  Order,  modifies  the  primi- 
tive Rule  in  order  the  better  to  adapt  it 
to  the  needs  of  modern  society  and  make 
it  accessible  to  ajl  persons  of  good  will.  He 
says:  "The  Third  Order  was  in.stituted 
for  the  mas.s." 


/'ut'Vilidil  / J II Ilia II, ■! Ill  o (II lis,  .Ipril  20. 
/.VA'y,  against  Free  Masonry.  He  coiiclcnius 
this  perverse  si?c^',  o^wX  sets  up  in  oppositicn 
to  it  the  '/'/lini  (Wii>  ^^  th'j  true  school  of 
I,il)ert\-,  Iv|nali,ti:<.  and  Christian  Frater- 
nity. •". '; 

—  /■jicvJiiaf  (yUiil  aiiiorHaiCy  Dec.  22, 
iSS.f.,  a:n!onnciiiij;.iii  .xtraordinaiy  Jubilee. 
The  Holy  F'.thel';ji?fers  to  tlij  njccssity  of 
l)<"^iianc\  and  air.iin  cites  the  Third  Oi\hi\ 
as  the  means,  "  oL'f/uttinR  this  virtue  under 
the  care  of  a  soli(\'aiid  abiding  Institution." 

"  A  divine  instiirSlitm  led  us  to  proclaim 
St,  FVancis  our  protector  in  present  evils 
and  calanuties,  iviid^.to  show  in  the  Third 
Oidci  \.W  means  of  rejj^eneration  of  Chris- 
tian society-.  "    ''.\i)diance,  Dlc.    \^.    ISS].) 

— "  We  v.'ould  wish  to  be  able  to  ])er- 
suade  every  or.e,  younj^  and  old,  l'clongin<^ 
to  the  different  Archconfraternities,  that 
they  should  be  received  also  into  the  Third 
(';v/(V.  .  .Hasten  all,  and  become  members 
of  this  holv   militia."  (Allocution   of  Leo 


XIII    to  the  Confraternities  of  Rome.) 

At  the  close  of  his  long  pontificate, 
(I'.IOO)  Leo  XIII  once  again  refers  to  the 
Third  Order:  "With  all  the  ardor  of 
which  we  are  capable  we  exhort  the  mem- 
bers of  the  first  Order,  also  all  pastors  of 
souls  to  spare  no  effort  in  the  matter  of  pro- 
moting the  Third  Order.  Let  them  act  in 
such  a  way  that  as  many  as  possible,  both 
men  and  women,  may  give  their  names  and 
be  inscribed  on  the  roll  of  this  holy  army., 
among  all  the  members  let  there  be  the 
same  rule  of  life  and  practice  of  discipline." 
Pius  X,  the  successor  of  Leo  XIII,  and 
like  him  a  Tertiary  of  St.  Francis,  express- 
es the  same  interest  in  the  Tliini  Older 
While  ytt  on  the  Patriarchal  .seat  at  Venice 
he  said  :  "  .More  earnestly  than  ever  do  I 
recommend  the  I'hird  Order,  which  teaches 
so  well  what  I  have  always  endeavored  to 
inculcate,  that  is,  to  study  and  learn  Our 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  in  order  to  imitate 
Him.   Of  all  the  Saints  who  ever  .strove  to 


—  8  — 
become  living  copies  of  the  Divine  Redee- 
mer, St.  Francis  of  Assisi  stands  out  pre- 
eminently the  most  perfect  image  of  Jesus. 

Become  members  of  that  Holy  Otder, 
dearly  beloved  brethren,  for  the  observance 
of  the  commandments,  exacted  and  aided  by 
the  77^/^3?  Order,  will  contribute  to  re-esta- 
blish the  social  edifice  and  to  revive  a  true 
christian  spirit,  purity  of  morals,  piety, 
peace,  and  prosperity,  both  public  and 
private.  " 

Today  upon  the  Chair  of  Peter,  Pius  X 
echoes  in  regard  to  the  Third  Otder  the 
same  sentiments  as  LEO  XIII.  He  loves 
the  Third  Order,  and  recommends  it.  Quite 
recently,  speaking  to  a  number  of  Tertia. 
ries  who  were  dsking  his  blessing  on  a 
Third  Ordet  Review,  he  said  :  ' '  Yes  !  it  is 
for  Us  a  real  joy  to  bless  a  publication  that 
has  for  object  to  spread  more  and  more  the 
knowledge  of  the  immortal  figure  of  the 
Seraphic  Patriarch  and  especially  to  make 
known  to  the  faithful  the  greac  hle.ssings  of 


—  n  — 

the    Thud  Order  of  St.  Francis.  " 

Finally  let  us  recall  the  grave  words  of 
Gregory  IX  :  "Whoever  has  the  holchiess 
to  criticise,  or  turn  into  derision  the  T/iird 
Order,  will  incur  the  malediction  of  God, 
and  of  his  holy  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul.— 
Whoever,  without  attacking  or  disapprov- 
nig  of  the  77wrf  Of  der  darea,  nevertheless, 
to  hinder  or  dissuade  one  from  entering  it, 
commits  a  grave  fault,  because  he  hiiiders 
a  great  good,  and  opposes  the  spiritual  pro- 
gress of  a  soul.  "  (Bull  of  Gregory  IX.) 

Ul.—  The  Principal  points  of  the 
Hule  of  the  Third  Order  according 
to  the  Constitution  "  Misericors" 

K.^Foi  eaeh  isolated   Tertiary 

1— To  be  admitted  into  the  Third  Order, 
one  must  have  reached  the  age  of  fourteen, 
to  be  of  good  life  and  morals.  After  a  year's 
noviciate,  profes.sion  is  made,  that  is,  one 
promi.ses  to  observe  faithfully  all  the  com- 
mandements  of  God    and   of  the    Church, 


10 
■""^  the  parliclar  Rule  of  tl,e  Third  Onin, 
~        luuh    day:    To    recite    h.;hr    Our 
l-alhn-s,    Hail  Marys  ami    Glorias,   or   U,e 

''"^^^'^->^'-Bl-ed  Virgin; 'to  assist 
"t  lioly  imiss,  (  ifom-  can  convmicnlly  do  so  • , 
^a\-  (Irace  hefore  a.ul  after  meals';  ,„ake 
^'"examination  of  conscience;  wear  the 
"urd  Ordn  ha1.it,  that  is,  the  scap.Uar 
"■'  I  coRi.  the  insignia  of  p,„ance 

•;  ,,   ''"''  >'">"''   T«  Ko     to    Confession 
•■iiKi  LoinminnoM. 

\  .^J'"f'  ^''"'  ■'  '^"  ^''■'^'  •^"  tl'e  7'"  of  Dec 
and  ;;ni  „f  Oct. 

••       •//'"■"^'tv«/Vv// //;;;....  make  \  on rIaM 
;■'!'■■>   "■-'Ij'-toavoidall  preoccupation  at 
'■«-'   Ix.ur  of  death,    and  leave  no  occasion 
tor  (jnarrels  among  the  heirs 

-His,   dances  and   dangerotts  plays  ;  h.x- 

••■> ,    and  n.mcessary   elegance  in  dress  •  lu 

>ve     according    to     one's    condition      '  to 

''-  frugal  „,    eating  and    drinking;  ,o  he 

-reful  to  a^oid   bad   books  or  papers    to 


I 


II 

onteil;iiii  peace  and  cli  irity  with  all  •  to 
take  an  interest  in  the  different  ^ood  works, 
and  to  give  j,^ood  example. 

B.     For  Fraternities  of  the    Third  On/cr. 
1   -The   Fraternity,  or  CoiisrreKation   of 
the  y/«;v/   Orderly  composed  of  a  J)inrto, 
liavnio  tin;  ,e<ii,ircd  jiowers  ;  tlie   members 
of  the  Ow/r//  orcomniitee,   composed  of  a 
President,    Assistant,  Treasnrer,  Secretary, 
Iiifirmanau  and  several  others  asCouncillors. 
■^  ~.Uoti„,^rs    a,c   held  evav    mclh*    in 
some  special   chaj.el,   or  in  a  Parish  cluirch 
designated  l.y  the  IJishop   f„,- this    pnrpose. 
At   this   meeiinjr  a  eoitjerencc   is  given  to 
all,    aiKl  a  eolhrtio,,  taken  np  for  poor    and 
sick    members.  An  Infiimarian  is  appointed 
to  vi;  It  the  sick  and  poor 


llu-  l:„^li^l,-spcatn,:.fraten,ilirser  Montreal 
hold  the,,-  Monthly  Meetines  in  the  lhr„eiu;r„ 
(l„neh,,r,i  ll„el,e.ste,-SI.  llVst.  Ladv.,„e,„t,e,-s 
meet  on  2nd  Snnday  of  the  Month,  at  /  /,  ,n  ■ 
(.entle,nen-„,e,„t,e,-s  ,neet  on  ,j„t  Sunday  of  the 
Month  at  .j.  jo.  ft.  m, 
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3  — IV/ien  possid/c  Tertiariefi  should  assist 
at  the  funeral  of  a  deceased  member  ; 
they  should  ncite  the  Holy  Rosary  and 
offer  holy  communion  for  the  repose  of 
the  soul  of  that  member. 

4  — Evctyyea),  as  far  as  possible,  a  Fa- 
ther Visitor  is  appointed  to  visit  each  Fra- 
ternity and  note  how  the  Rule  is  being 
observed  .  On  this  occasion  there  is  gene- 
rally a  short  retreat. 

What  are  the  Advantages,  Privile' 

ges  and  Indulgences  of  the 

Third  Order? 

A.  —  AdvtDilaocs  and  Priviltgcs. 

1  —  Tlie  T/iiid  Ordc?  is  a  form,  a  rule  of 
life,  poiutiug  out  a  .sure  path  to  heaven. 
"  Whoever,  says  hv.o  XIII  becomes  a  Ter- 
tiary, becomes  therJ>y  a  true  christian  ;  it  is 
a  soul  saved. ' '  Tlie  Third  Ordnis  a  work  of 
sanctification  for  parishes  where  it  diffuses 
the  spirit  of  the  Gcspel  ;  a  '.sermon  in  act'  ; 
an  apostolat ;  of   prayer,   of  good  example 


•)  1 
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and  Rood  works  ;  an  affiliation  to  a  true  Or- 
der, though  secular,  having  its  noviciat,  its 
p  ifession,  its  rule,  its  habit,  and  its  spirit  ; 
it  was  for  this  that  the  saintly  Cure  of  Ars 
said  that  the  best  work  one  could  propa- 
gate in  a  parish  was  the  Third  Order. 

2  —By  the  Third  Order  one  obtains  the 
six'cial  protection  of  the  Saints  of  the  /href 
Orders  of  St.  Francis.  The  first  Order 
counts  more  than  one  hundred  and-forty 
Saints  and  Blessed,  whose  feasts  are  cele- 
brated ;  nearly  seven  thousand  Martyrs 
and  Confessors  bearing  the  title  of  Blessed. 
— The  second  Order  has  twenty-two  Saints 
and  Blessed  honored  by  public  worship. — 
The  Third  Order  glories  in  a  vast  number 
of  saints,  as  is  mentioned  above, 

3  —  Tertiaries  have  a  large  share  in  the 
prayers  and  merits  of  the  great  Franciscan 
family  of  which  they  form  a  part.  In  all 
the  Convents  of  the  first  and  second  Order.s 
they  never  cease  to  pray  for  the  brothers 
and  si.sters  of  the  Third  Order.  It  is  there- 
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by  an   easy  means  to  gain  assistance,   and 
the  graces  one  stands  in  need  of. 

4  _  Finally,  Tertiaries  have  a  right  to 
most  precious  Indulgences.  P'roni  this 
point  of  view  we  may  say  that  the  Third 
Order  \^  a.  mine  of  extraordinary  richness, 
almost  imlimited,  as  we  may  judge  by 
the  loUowing  Catalogue,  approved  by  the 
Saaed  Congregation ,  the  1 1'"  of  Nov.    11H)(;.. 

i.— Plenary  Indulgences. 

Tertiaries  may  gain  a  Plenary  Indul- 
gence : 

/.  0}/  €jndiiio7i  of  confession  and  com- 
viunion.  The  day  of  their  Reception  into 
the  Oriir,  —  the  day  of  Profe.ssion,  —  each 
time  they  make  a  retreat  of  eight  consecu- 
tive days, —  the  Hi"'  of  April,  (or.  in  case  of 
legitimate  hindrance,  the  following  Sun- 
day), renewing  their  Act  of  Profes-sion. 

2.  0)1  andition  of  confession  and  com- 
munion and  prayers  in  the  Pofn' s  intention. 
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Twice  a  year  on  receiving  f'e  Papal  Be- 
nediction ;  on  the  nine  following  clays,  by 
receiving  General  Absolution  ;  Chnstnias. 
Easter,  Pentecost,  Feast  of  the  Sacred 
Heart,  Immaculate  Conception,  St.  Jo- 
seph, the  vStigmata  of  our  holy  Katlicr 
St.  Francis,  vSt.  I.ouis,  king  of  1-ranctf 
and  of  St.   Elizabeth  of  Hungary. 

J.  Condition  of  ccnfcssionamicommunwu, 
and  vi^it  to  a  cliurcn  or  public  oniton  villi 
hrcivm  for  thv  intention  of  the  S.  Pont/ If 

The  day  of  their  monthly  meeting,  and 
once    a    month    on    a   day    of    their   own 

choosing 

A  Condition  of  confession  and  communion 
and  visit  to  a  cincnii  of  the  Fraternity. 
On  the  forty-three  feast  days    indicated  in 

the  catalogue. 

7  Condition  of  confession  and  communion 
visit  to  a  church  ofth''  fraternity  an  I  payers 
for  the  intentions  of  the  S.  Pontiff. 

On  the  feasts  of  St.  Francis;  St.  Clare;  the 
Patron  of  the  Fraternity  ;  at  the  time  of  the 
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Portiuncula  each  time  they  visit  the  church 
or  chapel  of  the  Fraternity,  from  the  first 
Vespers    Aug  1»» ,  to  sunset  Aug.  2«*. 

(,  __  By  reciting  the  prayers  called  the 
Stations  of  Blessed  Sactamcni,  (  6  Our  Fa- 
thers, Hail  Marys  and  Glorias,)  tertianes 
gain  all  Indulgencs  of  Stations  of  Rome,  of 
the  Portiuucula,  cf  the  Holy  Places  and  of 
St.  James  of  Compostello. 

7  —  By  reciting  the  Franciscan  Crown. 
*  —  At  the  moment  of  death,  if,  truly  con- 
trite, and  pCter  having  confessed  and  re- 
ceived Holy  Communion  they  invoke 
the  Holy  Name  of  Jesus,  if  not  by  the 
lips  at  least  in  their  heart. 

U.— Indulgences  of  the  Stations 

of  Rome. 
I^ertiaries  may  gain  the  Indulgences  of 
the  Stations  of  Rome  on  the  days  marked 
in  the  calendar,  on  conditions  of  a  visit  to 
a  church  of  the  Fraternity  and  prayers  for 
the  Vope. 


—  17  — 
n  I  -  Partial  Indulgences 

JnJhyrV^'"'  Indulgences  may  be 
™l'        '"""•    --y^ -en  in  the 

^^  — Privileges. 

I  Priests  who  belong  to  the  TJiird  Or- 
'^^  enjoy  the  indnlt  of  the  personal  pri- 
^.leged  altar,  no  matter  at  what  altar tL 
are  celebratrng.  on  three  da>:s  in  eacJ 
week  un  ess  they  have  obtained  a  similar 
privilege  for  another  day. 

J  All  masses  offered  for  deceased 
lert.anes,  are  always  and  everyw^ 
unvileged.  • 


